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A repertoire of various Korean rhythms performed on the Janggo (hourglass drum), Buk (barrel drum), and 
the Kkwaenggwari (small gong). 
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Repertoire to be announced from the stage 


Welcome to Klezmer! The word klezmer is a Yiddish contraction of two Hebrew words: kley (vessel) and 
zemer (song). The word initially meant instrument or musician as in “vessel of song’’ and only much later 
came to represent a style of music per se. 

Roughly speaking, klezmer music is an early form of instrumental “fusion” music, an amalgamation of 
several Eastern European-based folk tunes and musical dialects mixed with indigenous Jewish sounds. 
Chassidic nigginum, the primary Jewish source of many klezmer instrumental melodies, are short, repetitive, 
wordless chant-like melodies sung to help the community of singers - who are often also engaged in 
tree-style dancing - move towards an ecstatic state. (Where words are symbolic of an idea, the Chassidim 
believe tunes without words will help one to achieve a more direct experience, union, with the Almighty). The 
other primary Jewish source of klezmer melody-type, in particular, its unique ornamental features, is rooted 
in the Eastern Europe singing style of the chazzan or cantor. 

For hundreds of years, klezmer music was primarily played at Jewish celebrations (Bar Mitzvahs, week-long 
weddings etc.), but since the klezmer revival of the 1970s, the music has also found its way to the concert 
hall. The fact that the music is no longer solely danced to has both liberated it and contributed in great part 
to today’s incredibly rich array of klezmer styles performed throughout the world - by Jews and non-Jews 
alike. The appeal of klezmer, its soulfulness, can be said to have much to do with its honest blending of 
sorrow and joy into a unified whole. 
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